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POSITIONS HELD

2010-2011
Postdoctoral Research Associate
Brown University, Political Theory Project
2010
Visiting Scholar

National Endowment for the Humanities – Institute for Advanced Topics in the Digital Humanities: Networks and Network Analysis for the Humanities, held at the Institute for Pure and Applied Mathematics at the University of California at Los Angeles (August 15-27, 2010) Advanced seminar in new teaching technologies.
2008-2009
Von Holst Prize Lecturer and Lecturer in European Civilization

University of Chicago

EDUCATION

2010
Ph.D. in History, The University of Chicago

Dissertation: Property, Possession and Prescription: The Rule of Law in the Hessian and Rhine-Main Region of Germany, 1648-1776
Committee:  Constantin Fasolt (chair), Michael Geyer, William Sewell

2003
M.A. in History, The University of Chicago

1997
B.A. in Philosophy, Yale University

RESEARCH AND TEACHING INTERESTS

Research: History of legal and commercial institutions in early modern and modern Europe; development of liberalism, capitalism and constitutionalism; history of European and Anglo-American law and jurisprudence; the development of economics; state-building; modern natural law; social history of European bourgeoisie; historical social network analysis (SNA); Digital Humanities

Teaching:  Early Modern Europe; Modern Europe; Renaissance and Reformation; European Civilization; European colonialism; British History; War and Genocide in the 20th Century; the Global Cold War; Emergence of Capitalism in Early Modern Period; Enlightenment; French Revolution; Nationalism and Liberalism in 19th-Century Europe; Legal History
FORTHCOMING PUBLICATIONS & WRITING IN PROGRESS
(2011)
“The importance of beginning, over and over: The idea of primitive Germanic law.” Intersections, Vol. 25, edited by Minou Schraven and Maarten Delbeke. Leiden: Brill Publishers, 2011.
in
How Lawyers, Guns and Money Made Modern Natural Law: 

progress
A Case Study from Early Modern Hesse (Germany). 
Book manuscript, based on dissertation research; working title.
in
“Teaching Old Dogs New Tricks: Four Motifs of Legal Change in Early
progress
Modern Europe.” Submitted for consideration to History and Theory.
in
“‘The Rigor of the Law of Exchange’: Freedom, Power and 
progress
Responsibility in the German Law Merchant, 1654-1776.”  Under revision for submission to the Law and History Review.

CONFERENCE PAPERS & PRESENTATIONS

(2011)
“In pursuit of law and equity: Study, professionalization and source-gathering in Germany, the Alps and Tuscany.” To be presented as part of panel on “Transalpine Humanist Networks in Early Modern Europe,” which I have put together, at the Sixteenth Century Studies Conference, to be held in Ft. Worth, October 2011.
(2011)
“The Hessian Social Network Project: Analysis of Legal Operators in the German Enlightenment.” To be presented at the 35th annual German Studies Association meeting, Louisville, September 2011.
2011
“Teaching Old Dogs New Tricks: Four Motifs of Legal Change in Early Modern Europe.” Presented at the Medieval and Early Modern History Seminar, Brown University, Providence, March 2011.
2011
“The Hessian Social Network Project: Results, Tools and Problems from a Historical Social Network Analysis in progress.” Presented at “Historical Social Network Analysis: A Practicum,” round table panel at the American Historical Association (AHA), Boston, January 2011.
2010
“The Emergence of Individual Legal Autonomy in the Hessian (German) Law Merchant, 1654-1776.”  Sixteenth Century Studies Conference, Montréal, October 2010.

2010
“Objectivity and Universality as Goals of Legal Reform in 16th-Century Germany: An Approach via the Study of Professional Networks in the Hessian Main-Rhine Region.”  34th annual German Studies Association meeting, Oakland, October 2010.

2010
“The importance of beginning, over and over: The legacy of ancient Rome in the idea of primitive Germanic law.” Institut für Österreichische Geschichtsforschung (Institute for Austrian Historical Research), Vienna, September 2010.  

2010
“A Brief History of Inalienable Rights, from the French Royal Demesnes to the Rights of Man.”  Midwest Political Science Association conference, Chicago, April 2010.

2010
“Before Law and Economics:  What the Modern Natural Law Tradition Had to Say about Commercial Affairs.”  Business History Association conference, Athens, March 2010.

2010
“The Genesis of Obligations: Res merae facultatis and Natural Rights in the work of Johann Georg Estor.”  Europäisches Forum junger Rechtshistoriker (European Forum of Young Legal Historians), Frankfurt am Main, March 2010.

2010
“A Brief History of Inalienable Rights, from the French Royal Demesnes to the Rights of Man.”  Conference of the Consortium on the Revolutionary Era, Charleston, February 2010.

2010
“Dynamism and Antagonism in the Law:  Linear vs. Multipolar Models of Legal Tradition in Early Modern Europe.”  Bielefeld Graduate School in History and Sociology conference on “Dynamism and Change,” Bielefeld (Germany), February 2010.

2009
“Liberal Legacies of Early Modern Europe? A History of Liberalism, the Rule of Law, Constitutionalism and the Rechtsstaat.”  Law, Culture and Society Workshop, University of Chicago.

2009
“Customary Law, Family Property and Equitable Rights:  The Catzenelnbogen Territorial Law of 1591 as status quo ante.”  Early Modern Workshop, University of Chicago.

2009
“The Origins of Inalienable and Imprescriptible Rights in Modern Natural Law Jurisprudence, 1622-1783:  Not What You Might Expect.” History and Human Rights Group, Chicago.

2009
“The Emergence of Individual Legal Autonomy in the Law Merchant (Wechselrecht) of Early Modern Hesse-Cassel (Germany).”  Money and Markets Workshop, University of Chicago.

2008
“Real Property Rights and Legal Indeterminacy in Hesse (Germany), 1648-1806.” German Historical Institute, Transatlantic Doctoral Seminar, Berlin.

2007
“Plays and Claims:  Real Property Rights in Early Modern Germany.” History and Human Rights Group, Chicago.  

2007
“The Development of Property Rights in Early Modern Germany after the Thirty Years’ War.” Max Planck Institute for European Legal History, Frankfurt am Main.  

2006
“From ‘Primitive Communism’ to Easy Transferability:  Land Registries, Property Rights and the Law in Hesse and Nassau after the Thirty Years’ War.” Early Modern Workshop, University of Chicago.

2004
“The Instruction of Conscience in the Works of Martin Luther, Theodore de Bèze and Stephanus Junius Brutus.” Early Modern Workshop, University of Chicago.
TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Undergraduate Courses Taught
(2011)
Prosperity and Poverty: The History, Ethics and Economics of the Wealth of Nations (interdisciplinary lecture)
2010
The Emergence of Capitalism in Early Modern Europe
(seminar)
2009
Law, Liberty and Property in European History 
(seminar)
2008
History of European Civilization I 
(seminar)
Teaching Assistantships
2009
The Emergence of Capitalism in Early Modern Europe

2009
Europe, 1660-1815

2007
History of European Civilization I

2006
History of European Civilization II

Other Teaching Experience

2003-2004
Fulbright Commission Austrian-American Teacher Exchange, English Teaching Assistant: Bundesgymnasium, Perchtoldsdorf and Handelsakademie, Mödling, both in Vienna, Austria.

1999-2002
Mathematics Teacher, Cardinal Hayes High School, Bronx, New York

1999-2001
Mathematics, English and SAT Teacher, Excel Center, Chinatown, New York City (part time; middle school and high school students)

FELLOWSHIPS, GRANTS, AND ACADEMIC HONORS

2009
Von Holst Prize Lectureship, University of Chicago

2008
German Historical Institute, Transatlantic Doctoral Seminar, Berlin

2006-2007
Fulbright Fellowship

2005
Cochrane Summer Research Fellowship, University of Chicago

2003-2006
Phoenix (Cate) Fellowship, University of Chicago

2003-2004
Fulbright Commission Austrian-American Teacher Exchange

2002-2006
University of Chicago Scholarship

2004-2006, 
Humane Studies Fellowship
    2008-2009
1993-1997
Clark and Lord Foundation Scholarships

ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

2009-2010
Representative, Graduate Student Affairs Committee—a mixed faculty-student committee which discusses student policy and procedures in the History Department at the University of Chicago

2008-2009
Graduate Student Organizer, Chicago History and Human Rights Symposium

2006-2009
Coordinator, Early Modern Workshop, University of Chicago

2002-2003
Research Assistant for Constantin Fasolt, Michael Geyer, Salim Yaqub, Dain Borges

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

American Historical Association

American Society for Legal History

German Studies Association

Sixteenth Century Studies Conference

LANGUAGES

German, Latin (very good); French (fair)
REFERENCES

Constantin Fasolt, Professor, Department of History, University of Chicago (icon@uchicago.edu, office (773) 702-7935, department 702-8397)

Michael Geyer, Professor, Department of History, University of Chicago (mgeyer@uchicago.edu, office (773) 702-7939, department 702-8397)

William Sewell, Professor, Department of History, University of Chicago (wsewell@uchicago.edu, office (773) 702-0900, department 702-8397)
John Tomasi, Associate Professor and Director of Political Theory Project, Brown University (john_tomasi@brown.edu, office (401) 863-1577 and (401) 863-2825)
